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ALL STOPS PULLED OUT FOR ORIANA'S VISIT 

Port and Agents combine to ensure Success 

Oriana came and went.  It appears that much of the trepidation that her berthing at Eastern Mole would be a 

disaster proved unfounded as, apart from some aspects, all went very well.  Indeed, there was an upbeat mood 

in the camp of her agents King & Sons. 

 

 

Brian Ingpen hosts a weekly column in the Cape Times, called Port Pourri, 

where he shares with his readers the news about happenings in the Western Cape 

ports. He lives with his ear to the ground and his insights into the port vibes make 

for excellent reading. On this site, he shares his column and adds some photos as a 

bonus for an insider's view on the port life. 
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TOP: Temporary facilities installed at the Eastern Mole 
to accommodate Oriana and her large number of 
passengers. 

TOP: Oriana at Eastern Mole, Cape Town.  While far 
from Cape Town's Waterfront area which is the city's 
most vibrant tourist hub, the berth was not as bad as 
anticipated, and several good points emerged in its 
favour as a berth - with a few modifications - to 
accommodate large cruiseliners. 

TOP: Luni Castle, sailing for Durban after 
discharging Argentine grain in Cape Town. TOP: Captain Charlie Carr, the 

amiable master of Oriana. 
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I went aboard last Monday, my first visit to this magnificent liner.  Along with many, I had been a doomsayer 

regarding her consignment to berth at the Eastern Mole, but I came away impressed.  The smart new road that 

TNPA built recently on the container terminal side of the Mole was a real boon for the dozens of buses and 

stores trucks trundling their way to the ship.  The buses had ample space to turn and park relatively close to 

the ship, something that the preferred berth for these large liners (E berth) does not have. 

Large marquees housed the ship's purser's staff where joining passengers reported and whence they were 

conducted to the ship.  The port authorities provided tables and chairs as well as beautiful indigenous flower 

arrangements that brightened up the marquees. 

King & Sons had to undertake extensive planning and meticulous management to ensure that the call went as 

smoothly as possible.  Taking on 750 tons of fuel via the bunker tanker Sofia Theresa, 120 tons of stores 

brought by about 30 trucks, and to have 290 passengers disembarking and another 280 boarding in Cape Town 

for the northbound voyage involve close attention to detail, as do the provision of security , and a host of other 

arrangements, including the occasional call to medical staff to assist with an ailing passenger. 

Credit must also go to TPNA who spared no effort to ensure the success of the ship's stay in port, and senior 

staff remained at the liner's side for most of her time alongside. 

There were shortcomings.  Some will point to the distance to the Waterfront as clouding an otherwise 

successful visit, but the ship's operators laid on 15 buses to ferry passengers to and from Africa's premier 

tourist destination, and most seemed happy with the arrangement, although the cost of hiring the buses on a 

24-hour basis dampened profits on the Cape Town call.  An additional gate onto Eastern Mole would make life 

easier for truck drivers who, besides having to avoid thronging passengers, had to sharpen their skills in 

reversing and making three-point turns on the Mole. 

The weather was also kind.  How much dust would have been stirred up by a gale-force south-easter or 

whether the marquees might have been reduced to shreds is anybody's guess.  A frontal weather system 

sweeping across Cape Town from the west might also have painted a different picture. 

Agents arranging future calls by liners too large to squeeze into Number 2 Jetty at the Waterfront might look 

seriously at booking the Eastern Mole - and hope for fair weather.. 

I enjoyed meeting the jovial Captain Charlie Carr, Oriana's master and a native of Wigan (UK), who, with his 

wife Karen, joined the ship in Durban.  He owes his interest in a sea career to the family's annual holiday to 

Falmouth, a river port in south-west England with a major shiprepair industry centred on a large drydock.  A 

number of vessels laid up at buoys in the river would have attracted the Wigan schoolboy's interest as well.   I 

found kindred spirit with this man for, as I did in Cape Town as a schoolboy, he enjoyed riding on Falmouth's 

harbour tugs as they assisted ship in the river. 

Thirty-four years ago, the young cadet Carr walked up the gangway of his first ship, the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 

supply ship Tarbatness, a 159-metre vessel built in 1961.  As that fleet began to reduce its operations in the 

1990s commensurate with cutbacks in the Royal Navy, he moved to P&O as second mate on Oriana, and later 

gained command. 

He hinted at an interest in rugby.  "I watched that match," he said with a twinkle in the eye when reminded of 
the victorious nation in the World Cup. 

From Cape Town, Oriana was bound for Luderitz where she will anchor while her passengers explore the quaint 

town with its once grand German architecture, or take a bus to Kolmanskop, the ghost town that years ago, 

oozed wealth engendered by the littoral diamond fields. After calls at Walvis Bay and the interesting island of 

Tenerife, she berths in Southampton, ending her 101-day circumnavigation. 

When he took Oriana through the roadstead on Monday evening, Captain Carr would have noted the Dockwise 

heavylift ship Tern anchored to starboard.  Although not as conspicuous as the gasser that anchored off Sea 

Point a few weeks ago, she will be here for a while, awaiting orders.  Some might have hoped in vain that she - 

or her sistership Swan that bunkered here over the week-end en route from Cabinda to Dampier in Australia - 

had arrived to move the derelict oil rig Atlantic Venture. Not so.  Also inward from Cabinda where she had 

discharged her cargo, Tern discharged the sea fastenings from her previous cargo before heading for the 

anchorage. 

From Oriana, I watched the bulker Luni Castle slip past, en route to Durban.  She had discharged a cargo of 

Argentine grain.  Although she bore no resemblance to vessels of the once-famous British company, the 

familiar suffix of her name took me back to Union-Castle days, and I wondered how many seamen of that time 

felt that their ship should have borne the trampship's name. 

All would have enjoyed seeing the splendid Oriana. 
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9 April 2008 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS RECORD DEVELOPMENTS 

- AND SAFMARINE EXPANDS FLEET 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old photographs of ships and harbours fascinate me.  Harbour views showing contemporary cars, trains, steam 

tugs, or the backdrop of an earlier Cape Town with its smoking powerstation in the city's heart or the open 

foreshore kindle deep nostalgia when I note so much change over the years. 

 

Leafing through my photographic files the other day, I found one taken aboard Capetown Castle on sailing 

day in 1952.  It showed scores of well-wishers crammed into the tourist class lounge - men wearing jackets and 

ties, the ladies in their Sunday best, including some remarkable hats - while stewards brought trays of tea.  

There was much bustle on the ship, until a tannoy announcement, accompanied by the ringing of the ship's 

bell, indicated that visitors should proceed ashore, a ritual repeated three times on those well-remembered 

sailing days. 

 

As visitors streamed ashore, A Berth thronged with people, the last cars were loaded onto the funnel deck, and 

the hands at harbour stations singled up the mooring lines.  Streamers were passed from ship to shore, parting 

symbolically as the tugs pulled the liner from the quay. 

  

How different from today's world where well-wishers cannot enter the docks, let alone board the ship! 

 

Another photograph caught my attention.  It showed a bland wheelhouse with an equally bland metal wheel, 

unlike the old teak wheel given to me by a shipmaster who having taken his ship to the scrapyard, persuaded 

the yard to give him the wheel.  Several helmsmen, bored at steering across the Atlantic - there was no auto-

pilot then - had surreptitiously carved their names in tiny lettering on the wheel, and for good measure, the 

mate on the ship's voyage to the breakers, had added his name to the graffiti. 

  

On the back of the wheelhouse photograph, someone had scribbled "Letaba", a reference to the fruitship that 
was one of three sisterships (Drakenstein and Tzaneen being the other two) built in Scotland in 1963/64 for 

TOP: At the naming of Safmarine Kariba 
Left to right: Captain Charles Kingon, Master of the 
Safmarine Kariba; Chief Engineer Trevor Pentz; Mr 
Martin Aranha (Managing Director Globelink West Star 
Shipping Services);  Mrs Philomena Aranha 
(Sponsor); Miss Talia Aranha (daughter, 10 years 
old); Mrs Maria Alejandra Hartmann and Mr Torsten 
Hartmann (Safmarine’s Liner Director) 

TOP: Safmarine Nyassa at the shipyard. 
Insert: Mrs Linda E. Burke sponsor of the 
Safmarine Nyassa 

TOP: Mrs Linda E. Burke, wife of Mr 
Richard E. Burke, President of Seamates 
Inc in the USA; Captain Mark Linders, 
Master of the Safmarine Nyassa with 
Mrs Renee Boyce 

TOP: Rowallan Castle sailing from Cape Town 
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the Cayzer Irvin group, and bareboat chartered to Safmarine to carry local fruit to Europe until their outright 

purchase in 1966.  Three similar ships were built in the Verolme yard in Holland. 

 

The arrival of those refrigerated ("reefer") vessels began a wave of new orders by Safmarine to replace the 

ageing Victory ships with which the company started their fleet-owning in 1947, and the quartet of so-called 

"Global" freighters acquired in the late 1950s. 

 

Between 1966 and 1976, eight new general cargoships, four bulkers and four tankers (including three vlccs) 

had been built, two tugs, a Capesize bulker and the first containerships had been ordered, while Safmarine also 

bought a number of ships and acquired the South African Lines fleet during that decade of phenomenal growth. 

 

Another wave of ship construction is keeping Safmarine's technical staff busy.  Last week, Safmarine Ngami, 

the new German-built 2474-teu containership arrived in Baltimore on the US east coast, marking a return to 

the South Africa-USA service by a fully-owned Safmarine ship.  (For more than a decade, Safmarine has used 

chartered tonnage on the service.) 

 

In the German yard her sistership, Safmarine Nyassa, has been named and in time, a further three new 

containerships of this class will operate on the service.  The 210-metre Safmarine Ngami is scheduled to 

make her maiden call at Cape Town on 26 April. 

 

Last week, at the Hanjin shipyard in Korea, Safmarine Kariba was named.  At 300 metres and with a nominal 

capacity of 6160 teu, she is the largest vessel in the Safmarine owned fleet, and a sistership will join her in 

June this year. 

 

When Safmarine Kariba enters service in the Far East later this month, local resident Captain Charles Kingon 

will be in command. 

   

Old photographs would also show a full house of reefer ships alongside berths B to D, loading fruit.  During my 

schoolboy ramblings around that part of the harbour, I would often pass one or two of Union-Castle's R-ships, 

perhaps a Clan liner, a Blue Star or Port Line vessel, or even a Union-Castle intermediate that could take 

several thousand tons of fruit.  Those Safmarine ships were regular callers, as were the R-class of Clan Line 

whose general arrangement was modelled on that of the Letaba class. 

 

Some unusual callers also loaded at the fruit terminal.  A Houlder ship - I forget her name - came on charter to 

lift South African fruit; as did Shaw Savill's Ceramic, I think on her final voyage as a cargo ship, and more 

recently, we have seen Lauritzen reefers, NYK charterered ships and the magnificent "Snow boats" with their 

conspicuous red funnels and white U-logo. 

 

Among my file of photographs is one showing the wharfside at A Berth, cluttered with wine barrels, boxes of 

fruit and more being loaded aboard the mailship. 

   

Such photographs are indeed historic as few reefer ships have called this year to load fruit, exporters having 

switched en masse to containerised shipments and benefiting from atmospheric control systems in some 

containers to regulate the ripening process during the voyage, particularly among more sensitive fruits. 

 

A final glance through the envelopes of forgotten photographs reveals a series taken in France in 1977, 

portraying the latter stages of the construction of SA Helderberg, the first of the famous "Big Whites" that 

traded for 30 years in Safmarine colours. 

 

In future years, photographs of the present newbuilds may attract similar nostalgia. 

 

• Two passenger liners are due to berth at the Waterfront this week : Delphin Voyager on Friday 

(08:00), and Prinsendam on Saturday (07:00).  

• The German naval tanker Westerwald is in Simon's Town, ahead of the main flotilla arriving there on 

Monday for a week's stay, prior to exercising with the South African Navy.  They will also berth at the 

Waterfront at the end of the month.     
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16 April 2008 

 

STEAM ON THE BREEDE RIVER 
- AND MODERN SHIPBUILDING 

 
I was aboard a vehicle carrier, carrying only one car, half her normal 
cargo capacity!  Also she has a crew of three. This mighty vessel is the 
Malgas pont on the Breede River, a quaint cameo from an earlier time 
when life proceeded at a leisurely pace and small steamers reached 
that point, about thirty kilometres from the sea. 
 
Now I have written about that interesting trade before, but from the 
pont, I saw for the first time the crumbling remains of the wharf where 
the steamer Kadie regularly loaded grain for Cape Town. 
 
Whenever she arrived at the mouth of the river, flags were waved from 
sandbanks to indicate to her master, the redoubtable Captain Archie 
Fowler, which channel he should take to navigate upriver.  In 1865, 
she grounded at the river mouth where her bones are still visible. 
Some seventy years ago when the river trade re-opened briefly, the 
1897-vintage Chub discharged drummed petrol for the local 
community. 

 
Having delivered a cargo of barrels of fresh water to Port Nolloth, she was wrecked near Cape St Martin on the fog-shrouded 
west coast in 1945. 
 
Carrying almost as much as those old coasters, huge trucks now sweep along the N2 to Cape Town, a journey that takes less 
than three hours, compared to the three-day sea passage aboard Kadie. 
 
The Breede River is the stamping ground of Rob Young, who, based at his riverside home, oversees Unicorn's tanker 
construction programme in Korea and China.  As readers have their toast this morning, two hi-tech bunker barges, Southern 
Venture and Southern Valour, will be leaving China aboard a semi-submersible heavylift barge for a 40-day passage to Richards 
Bay whence they will steam to Durban for final fitting out prior to bunker operations. 
 
The two will be operated by Unicorn Calulo Bunkering Services, a relatively newly formed company in which Unicorn holds the 
majority share, and the balance held by Calulo Services.  (Another recently established joint venture, Unicorn Calulo Shipping 
will operate shipping services on the Southern African coast focusing predominantly on the tanker trades.  It replaces Southern 
Tankers which has ceased operations.) 
 
Southern Venture will be based in Durban, where Smit Amandla Marine's Durban-built bunker barge Smit Lipuma entered 
service earlier this year, while agents in Cape Town and others in the local shipping fraternity will breathe a sigh of relief when 
Southern Valour arrives here as the current mini-tanker doing sterling work as a bunker barge is scheduled to leave. 
 
A Durban yard has begun to "double-hull" Smit's existing bunker barge so that it conforms to international safety requirements.  
Once that has been completed, the yard will build Unicorn-Calulo's third bunker barge to similar specifications as the pair 
currently heading for Richards Bay. 
 
Durban shipbuilders have contributed many ships to local fleets over the years.  Unicorn led the way in the late 1960s with a 
trio of 95-metre coasters specially designed for the Durban-Cape Town paper and sugar trades.  Since Mrs Tienie Vorster was 
the patron of Tugela, the first of these ships, the company held a special function in Cape Town for Mrs Vorster and her prime-
minister husband. 
   
As the saloon was too small to entertain the guests, the tweendeck in number three hold was kept in pristine condition during 
the voyage from Durban, and a wooden stairway was built for easy access by the guests.  Minutes before the function, a red 
carpet was rolled out on Elbow where Tugela was berthed, the guests of honour arrived, they enjoyed fantastic munchies, and 
were shown around the smart new ship.  Then they disembarked onto the bare wharf - someone had nicked the red carpet! 
 
The last of the trio, Sezela, had two 25-ton Thomson derricks that were useful to lift huge logs in West African ports, and to 
handle special project cargoes such as shipping the components of a new fishmeal plant from Cape Town to St Helena Bay. 
    
Later, these ships went to foreign owners and traded for more than 30 years, a tribute to their Durban builders and Unicorn's 
maintenance programme. 
 
The tiny Oranejmund, built in Durban for Unicorn's west coast service, is still trading under other owners 32 years later, and 
four 132-metre Trampco ships lasted for more than 20 years, although Gamtoos, renamed Asean Liberty by her Singapore 
owners, grounded in the Yangang River (Burma) in 2000 and sank.  The partly submerged wreck was towed closer to the shore 
for demolition. 

Unicorn's mini-tanker Oranjemund, built in Durban 32 
years ago as a dry cargo vessel with tank capacity for the 
Cape Town- Port Nolloth trade.  She was converted to 
carry high flashpoint liquids and apart from conveying 
diesel to west coast fishing harbours, she undertook 
numerous ship-to-ship refuelling operations at sea.  She 
was sold in 2006 to Greek owners. 
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Harbour tugs, naval ships - including SAS Drakensberg - and the salvage tug Smit Amandla (built 32 years ago as SA John 
Ross) came from Durban yards. 
 
A call from a former student in the late 1980s took me to the 394-teu Breede, which with her sistership Berg, were also 
products of Durban shipyards.  The lad had found Hout Bay fishing boats more attractive than schooling and had quit his 
studies in response to the call of the sea.  Doing it the hard way - for which he earned my great respect - he had obtained his 
mate's ticket, and took great pride in showing me around his ship. 
   
The names of those mini-containerships have been resurrected in two of Unicorn's new tankers although with the current 
demand for that class of vessel, they could fetch high prices even before completion. 
 
But for me, the name Breede brings images of tiny steamers venturing far up a river, a fascinating slice of our maritime 
heritage, and of a pont that still carries vehicles across an African river. 

 
23 April 2008 

 
SA's MARITIME HERITAGE NEGLECTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
I wandered past the Clock Tower, that ornate 125-year-old icon of the Waterfront, and originally known as the Time & Tide 
Gauge House. 
   
Workmen constructing the Tower probably paused to watch the new liner Athenian pass as she headed to the Robinson Dry 
Dock on 22 October 1882, the first vessel to enter the facility that remains one of the foci of marine engineering in Cape Town. 
 
From the Clock Tower's balcony, the port captain and his staff would have seen barques being warped through the cut to the 
Alfred Basin to discharge bagged Welsh or Jordie coal. 
   

TOP: Africana, the fisheries research vessel, passing the cut circa 
1932.  She was built by Hall Russell & Co. for the Union 
Government of South Africa, and sailed for South Africa from 
Aberdeen with a British crew under a Captain Hardinge. "An 
outstanding feature of the vessel," reported a contemporary 
newspaper, "was a finely-equipped laboratory. The chart room 
contains a Marconi installation, and other interesting fitments 
include an echo-sounding machine, a Lucas sounding machine, 
and a refrigerating chamber." She called at Las Palmas on the 
maiden voyage.  She was requisitioned in September 1939 for the 
South African Naval Forces and converted to a minesweeper. She 
returned to owners in April 1947, and was sold in 1950 to B 
Gelcher of Cape Town and who renamed her Afrikaner and used 
her as a fishing trawler.  She was replaced by the Glasgow-built 
Africana II in 1950, and the current Africana, built in Durban, 
entered service in 1982 and refitted in 2001 with a major upgrade 
to the propulsion system and improvements to its scientific 

capabilities.  She has a range of 20 000 nautical miles. 

TOP: The National Sea Rescue Institute's launch Spirit of 
Safmarine passing the Clock Tower at Cape Town's Waterfront.  
The 125-year-old unique structure has been relegated to serve as a 
kitchen for a restaurant. 

TOP: The self-propelled FPSO Saxi Batuque undertook a crew 

change and took on stores and bunkers off Durban bound for the 
Saxi Batuque Field, Angola.  The salvage tug Smit Amandla is 

escorting her around the South African coast.   
Photograph : Captain Kevin Tate,  

Master: Smit Amandla 

LEFT: The old tug Alwyn Vintcent, once stationed at Mossel Bay, and the world's last Bar-class 
boom defence vessel SAS Somerset in the marina at the Waterfront, Cape Town.  Although both 
interesting histories and represent the last of their class, they have been neglected.  Alwyn 
Vintcent has been bought by an Australian who intends to restore her in Australia, but the fate of 
SAS Somerset remains uncertain as she is off-limits to the public because of corrosion of some of 
her steelwork and the condition of her teak decks. 
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Peering through their telescopes on 10 August 1891, the port officers read signals flown by the mailship Scot as she 
approached the harbour after her record-breaking passage from Britain.  A few days later, they would have watched from the 
Clock Tower as she sailed for Britain on a voyage that would see her break the northbound record as well. 
 
Eighteen months later, those officers would have sighted her from the Tower on her arrival after setting a new southbound 
record time that stood for 43 years until broken by Stirling Castle. 
 
Just over 108 years ago, the Union-Castle mailship Mexican steamed slowly past the Tower, dropped the pilot and, as she 
rounded the breakwater, a much shorter structure than that protecting the port today, her 121 passengers would have gone 
below as fog veiled the mountain.  The fog also prevented the officers on her open bridge from seeing the Boer War transport 
Winkfield, carrying troops and horses of the Northumberland Yeomanry to Cape Town.  The ships collided, and badly holed, 
the mailship sank.  Passengers and crew as well as the important mail were taken aboard Winkfield - herself badly damaged - 
and brought to Cape Town. 
 
The departure of small schooners would have been logged as they passed through the cut, outward for the guano islands off 
the west coast.  Later, the steam trawlers of the I&J fleet also passed that way to their fishing grounds. 
 
Once the Port Captain's building across the cut was opened in 1904, much of the port control function moved there, and 
imposing port captains like Captain Bully Leigh would bellow orders to the tugmasters at No. 1 Jetty, still the port's tug berth. 
 
The Clock Tower has survived all these years, a silent witness to so much of Cape Town's rich maritime history. 
 
For a short while, volunteers from the Ship Society - then housed in the Port Captain's building across the cut - ran a delightful 
mini-museum in the Tower.  In the days before the Waterfront took shape and prior to the avalanche of tourists, a fish market 
attracted folks to that part of the harbour, while the Penny Ferry shuttled people across the cut, a leisurely time warp trip.  
Those Ship Society folks rendered sterling service to a steady flow of visitors who could view early photographs of the docks 
and a range of maritime memorabilia from the Society's collection. 
   
Alas, they were displaced at both the Clock Tower and the Port Captain's building by the Waterfront juggernaut as commercial 
interests took precedence, and their present rooms - that should be a national heritage site - are under constant threat from 
the expansion of other more lucrative uses and rises in rent. 
 
My visit to the Clock Tower last week confirmed recent reports that it is now used as a kitchen for a restaurant. Gas cylinders 
and various electrical appliances on the ground floor surely represent a grave fire hazard in a listed building that has wooden 
floors, a hand-carved wooden staircase, and other timber structures!  I didn't see the condition of the old unique tidal gauge. 
 
The mosaic on the ground floor seems to have been damaged, allegedly by rolling gas cylinders, while spare Coke umbrellas 
lean against the outside wall. 
 
One hopes this is merely an oversight and not confirmation of a perceived indifference to the crux of the Waterfront - its 
maritime ambience and fascinating past.  (I now hear that a kitchen will be built for the restaurant.) 
 
Indifference towards the country's maritime heritage is sad, epitomised by the culinary use of the Clock Tower, and by the 
demise of the Maritime Museum's unique floating exhibits.  An Australian enthusiast has bought the tug Alwyn Vintcent, and 
prior to her departure for Australia on a heavylift vessel at the end of July, she will be cleaned of South African guano.  While 
her preservation is good news, where are the South African benefactors? After all, she was South African's last steam tug. 
 
SAS Somerset, the last Bar-class boom defence vessel remains off-limits to the public, despite generous assistance from the 
port authority and an engineering company to spruce her up. 
 
Couldn't some of the Waterfront's enviable revenue be channelled to re-establish those evocative maritime displays in the Clock 
Tower, and to pay a small honorarium to knowledgeable and enthusiastic volunteers to run it?  
 
That beautiful building deserves more than relegation to a kitchen. 
 

• Inward from Singapore and anchored in the roadstead for a few days awaiting bunkers, LNG Excelerate may have 
sailed for Nigeria by the time this column hits the breakfast tables. 

 
• The semi-submersible heavylift vessel Tern - the red-hulled ship (with a long, low foredeck and raised forecastle) 

currently at anchor - is awaiting orders. 
 

• The Argentine sailing ship Libertad will be in the bay this afternoon, and depending on the weather, she will berth at 
the Waterfront on Friday or Saturday. 
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30 April 2008 

 
BUSY SHIPPING INDUSTRY DESERVES EXCELLENT POLITICAL LEADERSHIP 

Car Carrier provides a Flashback 
 

The details of the ships of that name, FRONTIER, associated with African 
Coasters and later Unicorn are as follows : 

 
 
Apart from an abrasive cashier at the entrance 
to the reserve and no toasted sandwiches 
available at the restaurant - only more 
substantial meals with considerably higher prices 
- I enjoyed a rare visit to Cape Point the other 
day. 
 
Beautiful scenery, a moderate sea, a cool 
breeze, clear visibility, and a busy shipping lane 
formed the crux of a pleasant visit.   
 
Rounding the Cape northbound at the time was 
one of the Chinese heavylift ships carrying 
several container cranes and a few straddle 
carriers.  Five bulkers and a small containership 
also passed within an hour, while hull-down was 
a Capesize vessel, heading for the Orient, 
presumably with Brazilian iron ore. 
 
In Table Bay, two gassers - LNG Excelerate off Table View for the last ten days. and Grand Elena, a more recent arrival, off 
Sea Point - were among the eight ships at anchor.  The latter's sistership, Grand Aniva, called off port limits in January for 
stores and a crew change. 
 
Cape Town harbour has been busy.  The magnificent Argentine sail training ship Libertad is at No 2 Jetty; and the container 
terminal has been full over the past few days.  Using Berth 700 to minimise congestion while 600 and 601 are out of action 
during the initial phase of the upgrade of the terminal, Ocean Africa's Frontier discharged trans-shipment cargo and empty 
boxes from West Africa and loaded for Durban.  The PIL vessel Kota Kamil, inward from South America, worked cargo at the 
multi-purpose terminal, another alternative berth for containerships. 
 

TOP: Ocean Africa Container Line's Frontier sailing from Cape 
Town.  She is the nineth vessel to carry the name which stems from 
the first vessel to trade along the South African coast to the account 
of Captain JE Grindrod who had an interest in SS Frontier 1922 

Steamship Company. 

Frontier (1)       General cargoship 
Steamship; Length : 34.1m; Beam : 7.3m;  

GRT : 191 
 

1896 Built by Ramage & Ferguson, Leith, as a 
tender for United Boating Company, East London 
1900 Bought by Abreu & Conte, Lourenco 
Marques; renamed Limpopo 
1911 Bought by C.G. Smith; Durban; renamed 
Frontier 
1914 Taken over by South African Government for 
the South West African Campaign 
1915 Returned to owner 
1917 Bought by Alexander Henderson & W.A.P. 
Lane, Durban; name retained 
 Bought by Fred Cohen, Goldman & 
Company, Durban; name retained 
 Bought by Frontier Steamship Company, 
Durban; name retained 
1922 Aground, Durban breakwater 
1922 Bought by SS Frontier (1922) Steamship 
Company, Durban; refloated and refitted; name 
retained.  (For a brief period in 1922, her registered 
owner was J.E. Grindrod.) 
1926 20 November : Wrecked Port St Johns 
 

Frontier II         General cargoship 
Motorship; Length : 32.5m; Beam : 6.4m;  

GRT : 164 
 
1921 Built by Berninghaus, Duisberg, as Kornhaus 
for German owners 
1927 Bought by Frontier (1922) Steamship 
Company, Durban; renamed Frontier II 
1933 Transferred to African Coasters, Durban; 
name retained 
1938 6 April : Wrecked at Skegleen Point, 
Mazeppa Bay, Wild Coast 
 

Frontier (3)       General cargoship 
Motorship; Length : 45.9m; Beam : 7.9m;  

GRT : 274 

 
1938 Built by J. Koster & Son Shipbuilding 
Company "De Gideon", Groningen, Netherlands, for 
African Coasters, Durban  (The name Barrier had 
been chosen for the ship, but the loss of Frontier II 
led to a change of name.)  
1939 Flag changed from British to South African 
1941 Taken over periodically by Admiralty for war 
service. 
1951 Sold to Yemen Navigation Line, Yemen; 
renamed Marib; refitted and GRT increased to 468 
tons 
c1996 Scrapped 
 

Frontier (4)       General cargoship 
Steamship; Length : 69.2m; Beam : 10.4m;  

DWT  1400 

 
1923 Built by Memeler Lindesna Shipbuilding 
Company. Memel, East Prussia, as Cattaro for 
Hapag Lloyd, Hamburg 
1932 Bought by Bugsier Reederei & Bergunes 
AG, Bremerhaven; renamed Finkenau 
1945 Taken as war prize; renamed Levenau 
1945 Managed by Atkinson & Son, London; 
renamed Empire Convoy 
1947 Bought by Zeevaart Maatschappij, 
Netherlands; refitted and renamed Echo 
1952 Bought by African Coasters, Durban; name 
retained 
1953 Renamed Frontier (4) 
1957 27 September : Wrecked Kidd's Beach, near 
East London 

Frontier (5)       General cargoship 
Steamship; Length : 91.7m; Beam : 13.6m; 

 DWT  2956 

 
1943 Built by J. Cockrill SA, Antwerp, as 
Weserstroom for German use 
1945 Taken as war prize; renamed Empire Galena 
1947 Bought by General Steam Navigation 
Company, London; renamed Albatross 
1958 Bought by National Lines of South Africa, 
Cape Town; renamed Port Capetown 
1958 Taken over by African Coasters, Durban; 
renamed Frontier (5) 
1966 Sold to Summit Navigation Company, 
Panama; renamed Fortune 
1968 Bought by Mollers Ltd, Hong Kong; scrapped 
 

Frontier (6)       General Cargoship 
Motorship; Length : 110.3m; Beam : 14.5m;  

DWT : 3720 
 
1963 Built by Helsingborgs Varfs A/B, Helsingborg, 
Denmark, as Crusader for Olau Line, Copenhagen 
1967 Chartered by Unicorn Lines, Durban; name 
retained 
1969 Bought by Unicorn Lines, Durban; renamed 
Frontier (6) 
1980 Sold to Kian Hin Leong, Panama (later 
Kwangchow Maritime SA, Panama); renamed 
Kwangchow 
1989 Bought by Madhav Industrial Corporation, 
India for scrapping 
1990 February : Scrapped at Alang, India 
 

Frontier (7)       General Cargo ship  
(Modified SD14) 

Similar ship : Horizon (3) 
Motorship; Length : 141m; Beam : 20.4m;  

DWT : 14600 

 
1988 Built by Companhia Commercia e 
Navegacao CCN Maua Shipyard, Niteroi, Brazil, as 
Leonor for Westbrook Maritime & Trading Company, 
Greece 
1989 Bought by Far Tweendeckers K/S, Norway; 
renamed Far Suez 
1991 Chartered to Unicorn Lines, Durban; name 
retained 
1992 Bought by Unicorn Lines, Durban; renamed 
Frontier (7) 
1992 Collided with jetty in Durban after steering 
failure; severely damaged; repaired 
1993 Chartered to Earl Shipping Company, Hong 
Kong (an associate of Griffin Shipping); 
1994 Sold to Pabroco, Greece; renamed Blue 
Frontier 
1995 Renamed Saint Spiridonas 
1996 Renamed Stavroforos 
1999 Renamed Express Shanghai 
2000 Renamed Express Orient 
2001 Bought by Marine Glory Shipping, Cyprus; 
renamed Oriental Spirit 
2002 Renamed Golden Pride 
2003 Bought by Larus, Greece; renamed Nama 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The eighth vessel of that name was a ship by 
Unicorn for the South Africa-West African trade. 

 

TOP: Temeraire, Wilhelmsen Line's 135-metre freighter that was built 
in 1927 at St Nazaire, France.  She was registered in Tonsberg, 
Norway. 
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Targa Bay,  a chartered ship operated by South African Independent Liner Service (SAILS), berthed at C Berth on Monday 
morning to discharge scores of empty reefer containers.   
 
Conspicuous with her red hull, the 200-metre Wallenius-Wilhelmsen vehicle carrier Tortugas was one of those at anchor, prior 
to berthing.  She is one of ten similar ships built for the company during the last two years, and by the end of next year, a 
further 11 will join the fleet.   
 
Operating out of Norway since 1861, Wilhelmsen is a familiar name in South Africa.  Their fast freighters whose names began 
with T- and with two blue stripes on their black funnels, brought Scandinavian timber and boxboards to Cape Town en route to 
Australia, and, laden with Aussie wool, fruit and hardwoods, bunkered here on their homeward passage. 
 
During World War 2, Wilhelmsens lost 26 of their 54 ships, but within a year of the end of hostilities, they had ordered 18 
vessels as the first phase to rebuild their fleet.  On her maiden voyage late in 1946, Talabot, a 16-knot motorship with a 
cruiser stern and a cargo capacity of around 7000 tons, inaugurated the company's post-war service to Australia via Cape 
Town, and soon other  new ships came on the trade.  Apart from their dry cargo capacity, they also had large tanks for 
vegetable oils loaded at Australian ports. 
 
Among my photographic collection are black and white shots of Talabot, Tamerlane, Torrens, Talisman and a few other 
Wilhelmsen ships that called, usually berthing in the Victoria Basin.   
 
Fleet modification brought faster, larger ships to South Africa, until the Norwegians withdrew their South African service when 
trade sanctions took effect in the 1970s.   
 
As trade normalised after 1990, smart Wilhelmsen ro-ro ships called at local ports, and the current South African operation 
centres on large vehicle carriers to service a rapidly expanding car export trade.   
 
In 1999, Wilhelmsens entered into partnership with the Swedish company Wallenius, hence the logo on the side of Tortugas 
and her consorts. 
 
According to the schedule, Tortugas will call at Port Elizabeth, East London and Durban - presumably to load cars at those 
vehicle-manufacturing ports - before heading for Australia.  Their spacious vehicle decks can also accommodate out-of-gauge 
cargo, a useful capacity, given the wide-ranging construction projects in South Africa, many of which will require the 
importation of large, heavy items such as electrical switchgear and transformers. 
 
Besides the armada of merchant ships in port and at anchor, two Brazilian frigates were due to bunker in Cape Town yesterday, 
and will sail for Simon's Town where they will meet two Indian warships to undertake tri-partite exercises with the South 
African Navy.  Later in the month, Argentine and Uruguayan ships will join the fun.  With the advance of piracy and terrorism, 
joint operations are necessary to ensure that the sealanes are kept open to traffic. 
 
But it is not only the enemy without that local shipping need fear.  That a keypoint such as Durban harbour can be out of action 
even for one hour because of a power outage indicates a serious lack of understanding of the crucial role played by that port in 
sub-Saharan shipping, let alone its importance to the local economy. 
 
Perhaps help is at hand.  If one read carefully the wording used by Transnet's CEO Maria Ramos last week, one could conclude 
that this dynamic lady will leave the parastatal later this year.  Whither she will go is uncertain, although she could land one of 
several cabinet posts that beg for competent leadership.   
 
The transport portfolio would undergo complete metamorphosis if she were in charge, although the errant taxi industry would 
exhaust her to the detriment of shipping.  What about the public enterprises portfolio that includes the ports? 
 
And then, as I reflect on those ships rounding Cape Point and our busy harbours, Ms Ramos would excel in a new but vital 
portfolio - the ministry of shipping. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


